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Mark your calendar;

Small Business Week 2008
April 21 - 25

Events and news will be

published in upcoming
newsletters.

Helping small businesses
start, grow and succeed.
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2008 NC Entrepreneurship Summit

On Tuesday, February 26, 2008, small business resource providers from around the
state will gather at the Greensboro Coliseum for a day of planning, learning, and net-
working. This event is hosted by the NC Rural Center, the SBTDC, the Small Business
Center Network and the NC Department of Commerce (and others). If you are inter-
ested in entrepreneurship in North Carolina, this is a must-attend event for you. For
more information, contact Tom May at dtimay@uncg.edu.

8 (a) Assessment Tool

Do you have clients who want to know if their company is eligible for 8(a) certification?
Do you know how to help them make that determination?

The SBA has developed an online Assessment Tool program to assist you and your
clients. The online tool goes through What the program is, What the program is not,
Eligibility snapshot and Assessment test. The Assessment Tool is a fully automated
tool designed to help prospective 8(a) firms better determine if they are a good fit for
the program. The Assessment Tool channels potential applicants down seven (7) pos-
sible tracks with a unique assessment and suggested next steps.

The assessment tool is located on our website, www.sba.gov/nc. Look under the
Resources heading and scroll down to: Are You ready for the 8(a) program?

Training Activities and Events

Let us help you promote your training activities and seminars. We can post them to
our website calendar. Four weeks lead-time is required. E-mail updates to
april.gonzalez@sba.gov or call (704) 344-6811.
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SBA Seeks 2008 Nominations

It's that time again! SBA is seeking nominations for the 2008 North Carolina Small Business Person
of the Year and the Small Business Champion Awards. Please consider honoring one of your small
business clients or colleagues.

Nomination packages are due in the North Carolina District Office by Friday, November 23, 2007.

Awards include: Small Business Exporter of the Year, SBA Young Entrepreneur of the Year,
Minority Small Business Champion, Veteran Small Business Champion, Financial Services Cham-
pion, Home-Based Business Champion, Women in Business Champion, Small Business Journalist
of the Year, and others.

Nomination submission criteria is available. For more information contact Mike Ernandes at 704-
344-6588 or mike.ernandes@sba.gov.

Reminder: “Small Business Days”

The North Carolina District Office is offering “Small Business Days” at the following chambers.
“Small Business Days” will offer chamber members and other small business owners the
opportunity to discuss SBA loan programs with an SBA Marketing and Outreach Specialist. The
Chamber will schedule the appointments for the business owners.

Location Day Hours Phone Number
Cary Third Wednesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 919-467-1016
Charlotte Fourth Tuesday 9a.m.-4p.m. 704-344-6563
Gastonia Third Tuesday 9a.m.-1p.m. 704-864-2621
Greensboro First Tuesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 336-510-1234
828-328-6000
Hickory Second Tuesday 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. x224
Mooresville First Thursday 9a.m.-2p.m. 704-664-3898
Salisbury Fourth Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 704-633-4221
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Active Lender Rankings FY 2008 YTD: October 1, 2007 — October 31, 2007

7(a) 504 Participation 504 Participation
Lender Approvals Gross 7(a) $'s Loans $'s

BB&T 20 [ $ 4,899,400

Bank of America 16| $ 498,000

Superior Financial Group 14| § 105,000

Capital One 10| $ 415,000

Self Help Credit Union 6| % 135,500

Innovative Bank 41 $ 120,000

PNC Bank 413 1,016,000

Surrey Bank & Trust 41 9 359,000

Business Loan Center 31 9% 110,000

Capital Bank 31 % 280,000 1 $ 375,578
Sun Trust 31 % 225,000 1 $ 852,500
Certified Development Corps.

Self-Help Ventures Fund 8| $ 4,893,000

Wilmington Industrial Dev. 21 $ 473,000

Avista 11 9% 669,000

Quote of the Month

The successful man will profit from his mistakes and try again in a different way.

- Dale Carnegie

Thanksqiving

In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln appointed a national day of thanksgiving. Since then each president has issued a
Thanksgiving Day proclamation, usually designating the fourth Thursday of each November as the holiday.

DNy Thay,
—
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